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CLUES AND ASSOCIATIONS

Facts, Figures, and How to Lick Some Problems

The structure of the square dance world as we know it today is made up of four
major parts; dancers, callers, musicians and the places to dance. Without any one,
the whole would be nothing, Out of these elements develop many organizational
units such as square dance clubs and associations and it is with these organiza-
tions for dancers we are primarily concerned in this treatise,

Realizing that any activity that has mushroomed as rapidly as did square and round
dancing brings with it vast organizational problems that the average volunteer
officer is not prepared to meet, it seems beneficial to present an educational .
program suggested by those in the position of having solved some problems and try=-
ing to solve still more,

What may be a problem today in Westport, Connecticut may have been solved yestere
day in Brighton, Colorado, So ~ a detailed questionnaire was sent to some asso=
ciation heads throughout the country and the results tabulated here and presented
for study and discussion. It may help to more easily meet some of the common
experiences,

PART I - RESPONSIBILITIES

Responsibility seems like a very solemn word to use in connection with something
which is as much fun as square dancing. But; whether we like it or not, there are
certain responsibilities which, when well dealt with, add to our own fun as well
as that of everyone else,

CALLER
He is there to lead, entertain and teach,

These following basics will insure a good job: Call to the majority of the floor=-
ful of dancers; Don't try to be a showoff; Keep up on the best of the new mater-
ials; Cooperate with clubs and associations in reasonable requests; Present a
balanced program; Promote square dancing instead of person; Encourage and promote
friendliness; Be an entertainer if it doesn!t distract from the calling; Develop
cooperation between callers; Be prepared with the proper equirment and music to do
the job,

DANCER
First of all, TO HAVE FUN, How?

A reasonably large application of any one or all of the following ideas should do
the trick, Take an active imterest in the club and be willing to serve on com-
mittees or as officers when ealled upon. Attend regularly. Express hospitality -
friendliness, Try to "give" - cultivate extrovert qualities, Avoid being
clique~yo" Be courteous. Keep the thing a hobby - a relaxing recreation, Wel-
come newcomers, Follow appropriate leadership, Be a good sport, Listen to the
caller and try to dance as well as you can, Keep drinking away from square dancing.
Avoid petty gossip. Cooperate with the caller, It takes a two way team to make a
successful dance, :




